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BIRTHDAYS 

Thomas Cassaday       8/1 

Meredith Fowler       8/1 

Emma Hall       8/1 

Joseph Story       8/3 

Shawn Williams       8/7 

Harry Davis       8/8 

Brad Witters       8/8 

Maureen Beirne       8/9 

Asia McCulloch       8/10 

Mark Riccio       8/10 

Emily Williams       8/10 

Stephen Drysdale       8/15 

Mark Ziajka       8/16 

Shawn Durity       8/17 

Brandon Wong       8/22 

Kimberly Williams       8/23 

Ariel Scheffy       8/24 

Anthony Cappa       8/30 

Bonnie Clemons       8/31

 

AUGUST 2017

NEWSLETTER

The FDD Board of Directors is a team of forward-thinking, mission-driven community 
leaders who are working passionately to move FDD to the next level for the benefit of  
our participants and their families, as they advocate for all the developmentally disabled 
in Southwest Florida. The FDD Board sets the short and long-term goals for the 
organization through a comprehensive strategic plan that focuses on a continual delivery 
of quality programs and life-changing opportunities for our members.

The Board of Directors (BOD) welcomes your thoughts, ideas, and comments on how we 
can better serve our members. Feel free to contact the FDD office with your input: 
info@fddswfl.org, or 239.594.9007.

BOD members pictured, left to right: Ed Neville (Director Emeritus), Josh Rudnick  
(Vice President), Stacy Bolesky (Secretary), Myles McHale, Ed Smith (President), Carrie 
Cooney, Robin Boies, Domenic Lucarelli, Josephine A. Morse (Director Emeritus), Jerry 
Schoenfeld, Ken Gilman, Arnold Karp, Larry Novick (Treasurer), Angela Lanctot.

Meet the FDD Board of Directors

DID YOU KNOW?  AUGUST IS NATIONAL CAREGIVERS MONTH

Thank You to the Generous Donors That Make This Program Possible

Angel Fund for Small Nonprofits

A vocational training, educational and life-enriching program for post-high school 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities
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I hope that you are not bored with 
highlighting the Board this month. Given 
the fact that our members had the 
pleasure of seeing the Mary Poppins play 
last month coupled with the fact that Mary 
Poppins was released on August 27, 
1964; our August newsletter highlights 
our “supercalifragilisticexpialidocious” 
Board of Directors.

We chose to highlight the Board in this 
newsletter for several reasons: Primarily, 
to introduce you to the Board Members. Many of the Board 
Members you may know and some you may not; regardless,  
it is important that you know that our community rallies behind 
our FDD with offerings from varied industries. It is the work of 
financial professionals, retirees, parents, attorneys, business 
owners and the like which ensures that our magical organization 
drives on successfully.

Our Board, coupled with incredible staff and second-to-none 
members, form our FDD organization. I encourage you all to 
attend our future Board Meet & Greet to familiarize yourself with 
us. Should you have any questions, comments, or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.

I write this note to you with a profound 
mix of joy and sadness. After 14 years 
of service to FDD, Becky Stark, our 
Special Events and Program Manager, 
has decided to retire. Becky and Don 

are ready to take the next steps in their lives and travel to places they’ve 
always wanted to see and visit with family and friends. Becky and Don’s 
contributions to FDD are immeasurable.  

When they moved to SWFL in 2003 they found FDD right away and 
signed their son Adam up for bowling and social events. Becky 
immediately became involved as a volunteer and in her energetic style 
started this monthly newsletter and planned the first FDD gala. Soon 
after Becky was asked to join the Board of Directors and served five 
terms - three as President. In 2012 Becky and Don started the FDD 
Baseball League. The league grew from 2 teams to 4 in just one year. 
Don has also volunteered as a Bowling League lane captain and 
coordinated FDD’s first Basketball League in 2016.  Don helped launch 
the Trailblazer Academy by negotiating our first van purchase and 
offering to drive the participants when the program started.

Becky became the Special Events and Program Manager in January 
2016. After more than a decade of volunteer service, she was the natural 
choice to take on an important staff role as we moved the organization 
forward. In this role Becky has managed all FDD programs, bringing new 
ideas and her outstanding organizational skills. She has enhanced all 
programs including offering photography bi-annually, starting the 
Basketball League and making FDD the only affiliate in SWFL of the 
Next Chapter Book Club. She has also been an integral part of the Gala 
committee for the past 2 years and Becky and Don together have been 
long time financial supporters of the Gala and FDD and introduced the 
organization to many of our other supporters and contributors.

Personally, Becky has been a rock of support, knowledge and guidance 
for me, as I know she is to all our families. To say she will be missed is 
an understatement. However, the joy I mentioned is real because I know 
that Becky and Don are fulfilling their dreams and will be able to embark 
on some exciting experiences that are long-deserved. We can all learn 
from their dedication and carry on with the same devotion and focus on 
our mission. Bon voyage, Becky & Don!

FOUNDATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED, INC. AUGUST, 2017

OUR MISSION 
ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES  

AND THEIR FAMILIES THROUGH EDUCATION, SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES; ADVOCATING FOR EMPLOYMENT 
AND HOUSING OPTIONS; AND RAISING COMMUNITY AWARENESS.

NEWS  
& NOTES  
Letter from the 
Executive Director

FOUNDATION: Board News  

Ed Smith 
President of the Board of 

Directors

Karen Govern

Lanctot Law 

Thank You to Our Annual 
Business Sponsors

Law Office of
Brandon R. 

Bytnar
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Having just moved to Naples,  
I was happy to find an 
opportunity to join the FDD 
Book Club. We meet every 
week to read, socialize, and 
share stories. The warmth and 
liveliness of the group always 
keeps me coming back. And 
somedays, I leave feeling just  
a little more inspired. Book club 
reminds me about how much 
kindness is still around us all 
the time. I suppose it’s not 
flashy or news-worthy, but it exists! By the time we wrap up,  
I always leave book club with a happy heart; happy to have made 
some new friends, shared some laughs, and to have spent some 
time with people who believe in making the world a better, more 
inclusive, place!

Becky Stark shares, “Chaturani is a volunteer echo reader with 
FDD’s original Book Club facilitated by Leslie Kozlowski. She has 
been a valuable part of this program, doing research on her own 
to find books that she thinks will be of interest to our participants 

and sharing her love of reading with us”. FDD will launch our 6th 
Book Club very soon and Chaturani will be the Facilitator for that 
group. Thank you Chaturani!

He has one of the biggest smiles you’ve ever seen! Paul 
Stevens is a native Floridian born in Fort Myers, he lives  
in Bonita Springs with his family. The family also has three  
four-legged members. Since his early 20’s, Paul has been  
a member of FDD. He can be found at almost every social 
event. Two of his favorites are the Broadway Palm Dinner 
Theatre and the Family Christmas Party! He loves Latin 
music and the Beatles and enjoys an occasional margarita 
with snacks. Blue is his favorite color and he wears it often. 
Paul has attended Camp Jabberwocky at Martha’s Vineyard 
since he was 11 and will tell you “I LOVE CAMP”! Orlando  
is another favorite vacation spot. Working at Walmart for 10 
years Paul greets every shopper with "Welcome to Walmart" 
and that signature smile. Work is one of Paul’s favorite 
things to do. He says “This job gives me a purpose”. Paul 
participated with FDD’s first “Shooting Beauty” photography 
workshop and learned to take quality photos independently. 
This is something that he loves to do!  Making friends 
through FDD has been a highlight of his membership.  

MY TOP 5 FUN THINGS TO DO 

Attending FDD Social Events 

Taking Photographs with FDD 

Playing with my Pets 

Going to Camp 

Listening to Latin Music & The Beatles 

MY FAVORITE PHRASE 

“I love to smile and greet everyone!”

BOWLING: NORTH  
MONDAY LEAGUE 
10:00AM at Beacon Bowland 
5400 Tamiami Trail N,  
Naples, FL 34108 

BOWLING: SOUTH  
THURSDAY LEAGUE  
10:30AM -OR- 1:30PM  
at Woodside Lanes, 8525 Radio 
Rd, Naples, FL 34104

JOIN the FUN  
CALL 239.594.9007

FOUNDATION: Volunteer Spotlight 

Chaturani Ranasinghe

FOUNDATION: Member Profile  

Paul Stevens 
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BASKETBALL:  
EVERY FRIDAY 
1:00PM - 3:00PM at North Collier 
Parks and Recreation 
15000 Livingston Rd,  
Naples, FL 34109 
Cost: $40 per Year

FDD BOOK CLUB 
TUESDAYS 
1:30PM – 2:30PM 
Panera Bread  
2184 Tamiami Trail N.,  
Naples, FL 34102 

WEDNESDAYS 
10:00AM – 11:00AM 
Food & Thought 
2132 Tamiami Trail N.,  
Naples, FL 34102 
 - AND -  
 

9:30AM – 10:30AM 
Whole Foods 
9101 Strada Pl.,  
Naples, FL 34108

YOGA: EVERY TUESDAY 
12:30PM - 1:30PM at FDD Office- 868 99th Ave N., Naples, FL 34108 
Cost $1.

SUBMITTED BY: Nicole Coratti
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Edward Smith, President
Josh Rudnick, Vice President
Larry Novick, Treasurer
Stacy Bolesky, Secretary
Robin Boies
Carrie Cooney
Ken Gilman
Arnold Karp
Angela Lanctot
Domenic Lucarelli
Myles McHale
Jerry Schoenfeld, PhD  
 
DIRECTORS EMERITI
Cole Caruso
Josephine A. Morse
Ed Neville  

ADVISORY BOARD
Joe Benaroya
Frank Garbarino
Richard Gomez 
John Maloney

The Board of Directors meets the third Wednesday of each month. 
Please contact a board member before the first of the month regarding 
any topic you wish to bring to the Board’s attention.

FDD STAFF
Karen Govern  
Executive Director
karen@FDDswfl.org

Becky Stark
Special Events  
& Program Manager
becky@FDDswfl.org

Anne Marie Greaves
Office Coordinator/
Development Associate  
annemarie@FDDswfl.org

TRAILBLAZER ACADEMY
Madison McNally 
Program Director 

Assistant Instructors
Judith Martin 
Karla Faxas
Krystina Szempruch
Andrew Baijnath

868 99th Ave. N, Naples FL 34108  • 239.594.9007

www.FDDswfl.org
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Return Service 
Requested

Cone 06: Ceramics Workshop 
Saturday, August 12 
FDD Office, 868 99th Ave. North, Naples FL  
RSVP by Friday, August 4th  
Hosted by Mary Migliaccio 

Annual Membership Renewal  
DUE IMMEDIATELY 
If you have not done so complete both sides of the 
membership renewal form and return it to the FDD 
office today in order to participate with our social 
events, bowling and more.  Please call the office if 
you need another form. 

For more info call FDD office at 239.594.9007

 
 
 
 

FDD presents  
“Creating with Clay”  
Classes September 6, 13, 20 & 27  
WEDNESDAYS [ 1:00PM-3:00PM ] 

at the Naples Art Association,  
585 Park Street, Naples FL 

FDD is partnering with the Naples Art Association & instructor, 
 Jenny Meistrell to bring you four exclusive “Creating with Clay” 

workshops. We will be creating, glazing, firing and more!  
The number of participants we can accommodate  

is extremely limited. 

[ Please call the office to RSVP (239) 594-9007 or email 
info@fddswfl.org to sign up ]

mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:becky@fddswfl.org
mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:becky@fddswfl.org
http://www.fddswfl.org
http://www.fddswfl.org

