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BIRTHDAYS 

Frank Fleites    11/1 

Christopher Hart    11/3 

Abraham Mihalik    11/3 

Camille Tracy    11/3 

John Dobos    11/8 

Stephanie Paris    11/8 

Donald Perkins    11/9 

Thomas Carretta    11/12 

Nicholas Franco    11/12 

Rose DiCicco    11/13 

Brian Francis    11/16 

Kristina Albino    11/22 

Stephen Giannasoli    11/23 

Lindsey Brocker    11/26 

Linda Scott    11/27 

Jonathan White    11/27 

Shelbi Scott    11/28

DID YOU KNOW?  NOVEMBER IS NATIONAL EPILEPSY AWARENESS MONTH

Thank You to the Generous Donors That Make This Program Possible

Creating with Clay Workshop a Big Hit!
In a first for the FDD, a Creating with Clay class was held once a week for four weeks in the 
pottery studio at the Naples Art Association. Nine members signed up for the class and 
were able to express themselves artistically, while creating both functional and 
nonfunctional pottery. The students learned the methods of construction, as well as a 
variety of surface decoration processes for embellishment. They created vibrant mama and 
baby bird bowls and bunny sculptures that were kiln-dried, painted and glazed. 

The Creating for Clay workshop was free of cost to our members and was offered by NAA 
as part of our ongoing partnership. Instructors Kathy Anderson and Jennifer Meistrell each 
taught two of the classes. It was very exciting for our 
members to have their sculptures featured at an evening 
reception on Oct. 19 in the Watson Gallery at the NAA.  
Photos from Shooting Beauty 4 were also featured at the 
exhibit, which was open through Oct. 20. 

We are planning on doing more fun, creative workshops 
and exhibits with NAA. Stay tuned for updates to sign up  
for our next sessions of Creating with Clay, Shooting 
Beauty and more exciting opportunities for our members  
to express their inner artists!  
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A vocational training, educational and life-enriching program for post-high school 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities

Angel Fund for Small Nonprofits

 
CALL FOR 

VOLUNTEERS!  
Love to read? Come 
share your passion 

with FDD members as  
a volunteer or facilitator 

for our Next Chapter 
Book Club. Email 

barbara@fddswfl.org  
or call (239)594-9007  

to find out more!
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I came across this quote last month in 
preparation for Thanksgiving:
"I am grateful for what I am and have. 
My thanksgiving is perpetual." - Henry 
David Thoreau. How many of us live in 
this spirit of perpetuity – this perpetual 
thanksgiving? I certainly fall short daily: 
The snowbird going 27 MPH in front of 
me on Pine Ridge. The person ahead 
of me choosing the last apple fritter at 
Publix. The daily chore of doing the dishes after supper is 
cleaned up and the kids are asleep. It is easy to fall short on the 
perpetual thanksgiving mindset. Alternatively, I am thankful for 
the snowbird who brings commerce to our region. I am thankful 
for the ability to benefit directly from food that I did not to have to 
grow, toil, butcher and produce. I am thankful for the ability to 
share a meal and provide for loved ones after a day of serving 
and earning a living. Perception will change our reality. I am so 
happy and grateful for our members and to be able to provide 
FDD experiences for them. I am grateful for Karen and the 
tremendous staff that operate and guide our organization. I am 
thankful for our volunteer Board and the members that act as a 
compass while navigating future strategic seas. In the upcoming 
months, we will be adding new members to our Board to keep 
the mission in motion. From our Board, Happy Thanksgiving to 
you and yours – may this season spark perpetual thanksgiving.

October was a busy month at FDD!  
All of our programs are up and 
running including our newest 
experience, Creating with Clay  
at Naples Art Association (NAA) 

which ran from September to October. What a wonderful opportunity 
for our members to explore their artistic abilities through clay. The 
clay artists had their work displayed alongside the photographers 
who were part of our 4th semi-annual Shooting Beauty workshop 
at an exhibit on October 19 at NAA. This is truly an amazing 
experience for our artists and photographers to be able to proudly 
share their creations with family, friends and the public. NAA’s 
mission is to make art and artistic experiences accessible and 
available to everyone in our community and we are grateful to  
NAA for this partnership and their continued support of art  
programs for FDD participants.

Our annual Halloween party was a “frightful” delight for everyone  
in attendance. As always, I was in awe of all the amazing costumes! 
Basketball has started again and anyone can join at any time. Come 
join the fun at North Collier Regional Park on Fridays from 1:00pm  
to 2:30pm.

This month we have our first Sibling Saturday. For our members who 
have siblings this is a chance for you to share a day just with them, 
bowling and having pizza at Beacon Bowl. If your siblings can’t make 
it or you’re an only child, bring a cousin, neighbor or friend. Sibling 
Saturday will be Saturday, November 11 at 12:30pm. Email 
info@fddswfl.org or call (239)594-9007 to sign up!

If finally feels like Fall now in SWFL - a welcome change of season - 
and here at FDD exciting new changes are planned to broaden our 
appeal within the community and expand member opportunities for 
years to come.
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OUR MISSION 
ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES  

AND THEIR FAMILIES THROUGH EDUCATION, SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES; ADVOCATING FOR EMPLOYMENT 
AND HOUSING OPTIONS; AND RAISING COMMUNITY AWARENESS.

FOUNDATION: Board News  

Ed Smith 
President of the Board of 

Directors

Karen Govern

Lanctot Law 

Thank You to Our Annual 
Business Sponsors

Law Office of
Brandon R. 

Bytnar

NEWS  
& NOTES  
Letter from the 
Executive Director

Gala Sponsorship Available! 
Sign up at www.fddswfl.org\gala or call (239)594-9007 for more information.

http://www.fddswfl.org
http://www.fddswfl.org
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It was September 26, 2012 when 
George White got his wife, Debbie,  
a house on Marco Island as a 25th 
wedding anniversary gift. They had 
first vacationed on Marco from New 
Hampshire in 1995 when their son, 
Jonny, was only four years old.

As soon as she got the house here, 
Debbie, who had coached Special 
Olympics basketball up north, called 
up Special Olympics of Collier County to get Jonny involved. 
That’s when she first heard about the FDD.

Jonny’s first FDD activity was the Woodside bowling league and 
he loved it. A few years later they moved here full-time and 
attended their first FDD Halloween party in 2015. The following 
year, Debbie took over hosting the annual bash, knowing it was 
the right calling for her volunteer contribution to FDD.

“We just love Halloween! It’s such a fun holiday and Johnny loves 
it, too,” she says. “Up in New Hampshire everyone knew our 
house as the one with all the orange lights at Halloween. And,  
we used to host a party up there, too. I’ll host the FDD Halloween 
party as long as I can!”

Debbie hosted her second FDD Halloween Party last month, with 
more than 200 attending the annual pizza party at St. Leo’s 
Catholic Church in Bonita Springs. Since last spring, Jonny has 
also been a part-time participant in the Trailblazer Academy.  
“We love being a part of the FDD,” she says.

Meet Sophie Lauber. She is from Naples and lives in Naples 
currently. She is originally from Chicago, Illinois and her family 
moved here when she was 2 1/2 years old. Sophie lives 
locally in a group home with five other residents. Her family 
consists of her mother Lisa, father Harold, her grandmother 
Bobbi and her brother Eli, who currently is in college in 
Indiana! Sophie shares that her mom is pretty, her grandma  
is nice, her dad is cool and her brother, Eli, is funny. Sophie 
has been a part of FDD for three years. She has been a part 
of the FDD Trailblazer program where she enjoyed going to 
the Conservancy of Southwest Florida. While there she 
assisted in filling in mulch around the grounds. In addition, 
there are other days and times when she would like to go 
swimming and she would swim every day if she could! Sophie 
loves to sing and dance. She wants to go dance in a club. 
Sophie’s favorite things are to work out, sing and dance. Her 
favorite music is country. Her favorite food is peanut butter ice 
cream. Her favorite beverage is ginger ale and her favorite  
TV show is the Suite Life of Zack and Cody. Things that you 
will hear her say a lot are “I love you” and “are you pulling my 
leg”?  We have a fan in the stands at our baseball games!  
Her name is Sophie!

MY TOP 5 FUN THINGS TO DO 

Working with FDD at the Conservancy of SWFL 

Cheering at the FDD Baseball Games 

Singing & Dancing 

Listening to My Favorite Country Music 

Eating Peanut Butter Ice Cream 

MY FAVORITE PHRASE 

“Are You Pulling My Leg?” & “I Love You”

BOWLING: NORTH  
MONDAY LEAGUE 
10:00AM at Beacon Bowland 
5400 Tamiami Trail N,  
Naples, FL 34108 

BOWLING: SOUTH  
THURSDAY LEAGUE  
10:30AM -OR- 1:00PM  
at Woodside Lanes  
8525 Radio Rd. 
Naples, FL 34104

JOIN the FUN  
CALL 239.594.9007

FOUNDATION: Volunteer Spotlight 

Debbie White

FOUNDATION: Member Profile  

Sophie Lauber
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BASKETBALL:  
EVERY FRIDAY 
1:00PM - 2:30PM 
at North Collier Regional Park  
15000 Livingston Rd. 
Naples, FL 34109

FDD BOOK CLUB 
TUESDAYS 
10:00AM – 11:00AM 
Food & Thought 
2132 Tamiami Trail N.,  
Naples, FL 34102 
 

1:30PM – 2:30PM 
Panera Bread  
2184 Tamiami Trail N.,  
Naples, FL 34102 
 - AND -  
 

9:30AM – 10:30AM 
Whole Foods 
9101 Strada Pl.,  
Naples, FL 34108

SUBMITTED BY: Nicole Coratti

ART WITH MADISON:  
EVERY TUESDAY 
3:30PM - 5:00PM 
at FDD Office  
868 99th Ave. North 
Naples, FL 34108
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Edward Smith, President
Josh Rudnick, Vice President
Larry Novick, Treasurer
Stacy Bolesky, Secretary
Robin Boies
Carrie Cooney
Ken Gilman
Arnold Karp
Angela Lanctot
Domenic Lucarelli
Myles McHale
Jerry Schoenfeld, PhD  
 
DIRECTORS EMERITI
Cole Caruso
Josephine A. Morse
Ed Neville  

ADVISORY BOARD
Joe Benaroya
Frank Garbarino
Richard Gomez 
John P. Maloney

The Board of Directors meets the third Wednesday of each month. 
Please contact a board member before the first of the month regarding 
any topic you wish to bring to the Board’s attention.

FDD STAFF
Karen Govern  
Executive Director
karen@FDDswfl.org

Barbara Linstrom
Communications  
& Program Director
barbara@FDDswfl.org 

Anne Marie Greaves
Office Coordinator/
Development Associate  
annemarie@FDDswfl.org

TRAILBLAZER ACADEMY
Madison McNally 
Program Director 

Assistant Instructors
Andrew Baijnath 
Karla Faxas
Mary Mitchell

868 99th Ave. N, Naples FL 34108  • 239.594.9007
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Traditional Thanksgiving Meal 
Friday, November 10 
5:30 to 8:30pm 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
RSVP: info@fddswfl.org or 
(239)594-9007 
Share the gratitude of being a part of the FDD family 
at our annual Thanksgiving meal.  
Cost: $25 for family and guests. 

FDD’s First Sibling Saturday 
Saturday, November 11 
Starts at 12:30pm 
Beacon Bowland,  
5400 Tamiami Trail N., Naples FL  
RSVP:Call (239) 594-9007 or email 
info@fddswfl.org 
Come take part in the FDD’s first event especially for 
FDD members and their siblings and enjoy bowling 
two games and a pizza buffet with soda.  

For more info call FDD office at 
239.594.9007

mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:barbara@fddswfl.org
mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:barbara@fddswfl.org
http://www.fddswfl.org
http://www.fddswfl.org

