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Our 2019 STAR Gala: Dazzling Diamond Soiree was a 
fabulous, record-breaking success, bringing in more than $750,000, 
up 52 percent from last year and nearly doubling the proceeds 
from 2017. More than 475 people attended the sold-out event in 
the Grand Lawn Pavilion at the Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort on March 9, 
2019.

Featuring spectacular acrobatic, dance and cabaret performances, 
the gala has grown in size and stature over the past decade to 
become one of the most sought-out, entertaining events of the 
season. Emcee Stacey Deffenbaugh of NBC-2 and veteran auctioneer 
Rick Gallo kept our mission at the forefront of the evening, increasing 
awareness of STARability’s innovative programs and services.
 
STARability’s mission of transforming the lives of individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities through connections to 
the community drove the highly enthusiastic crowd to new levels 
of generosity. Co-chairs Laura and Lou Georgelos, who moved 
to Naples from Chicago in 2017 after discovering our Trailblazer 
Academy for their daughter Tori, shared their story and helped 
attendees understand how much STARability makes a difference in 
the lives of families.

A short film about how our programs have transformed lives called 
“Diamonds,” produced by Emmy-award-winning, Naples-based 
Manta Films, premiered at the gala. The film was introduced by 
STARability member Joe Shirley, who received a standing ovation.
“This year I have two jobs. I use the skills I have learned at 
Trailblazer Academy at both of my jobs. I like working because it 
makes me feel happy and important,” said Joe.

As STARability’s annual fundraiser, the gala not only broke records 

for financial support, but it also marked a new level of awareness 
and understanding of the value of our mission. Currently serving 
more than 270 members, we are the only organization in Southwest 
Florida that offers a community-based day program that includes 
vocational, social, arts and recreational programs with our 
Trailblazer Academy. 

This past year we also added a new program, Junior Trailblazer 
Academy, for students aged 14-21. This after-school vocational 
training and life skills program is made possible through a 
partnership with 
River Park 
Community Center. 
Other new and 
expanded program 
offerings include 
weekly art classes, Tai Chi, computer classes, improv workshops, 
cooking & nutrition classes, and book clubs. 

Mark your calendars for next year’s STAR Gala, which for the third 
year will be in the pavilion at the Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort on Feb. 
29, 2020. Visit our website at  www.starability.org to see photos and 
watch a video from this year’s gala to see this extraordinary event. 
You can also watch “Diamonds” on our website.

“I like working because it 
makes me feel happy and 

important.” - Joe Shirley

2019 STAR Gala Raises Over $750,000!

THANK YOU ANNUAL BUSINESS PARTNERS

If you are interested in becoming an annual business partner call the STARability Office at 239-594-9007 
or visit www.STARability.org/membership/ for more information.
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store
FUTRE HOME OF THE 

SHINING LIGHT ON ABILITY, NOT DISABILITY.

starability.org/waterside-shops-easter-egg-hunt

STARstore COMING SOON to Naples!
Our NEW retail location will benefit the 

STARability Foundation and our Members!



FEATURED PARTNEREXECUTIVE NEWS & NOTES 

NEW PARTNERSHIP

Grateful, overwhelmed, thrilled, 
hopeful, excited…There aren’t 
enough adjectives to describe our 
feelings after the March 9 Star 
Gala! A record-breaking success 
in every way, the 2019 Dazzling 
Diamond Soiree demonstrated that 
our community recognizes the need 
to support STARability’s efforts to 
transform the lives of individuals 
with disabilities and provide life-
fulfilling opportunities. A multitude of 

appreciation is due to the many donors, sponsors, volunteers and 
supporters who made the 2019 Star Gala a success. Our event 
Chairs, Laura & Lou Georgelos, led an outstanding committee with 
vision, creativity and grand goals, that they achieved in every 
way. From creating anticipation that brought in a sold-out crowd 
to inspiring the 475 guests to “Bid for the Stars”, Laura & Lou 
have raised the bar for our signature fundraising event, and we 
are profoundly grateful for their efforts and support.

The proceeds raised from the Star Gala are critical for helping 
us sustain and build our life-transforming programs. These funds 

enable us to have professional, passionate and outstanding staff 
that work every day to teach, support and encourage our over 
270 members to achieve their full potential and be connected to 
the community. The funds will also help us maintain our quality 
facility, vehicles 
and equipment, 
provide training 
resources for 
our members 
and staff, and 
support communication tools that allow us to reach out to new 
and current members, families, partners and constituents with 
important information, resources and education.

At STARability, we are constantly striving to create opportunities 
for our members to learn, work, play, create, and contribute. To 
that end, I am proud to announce that this year we have plans to 
open the STAR Store – an upscale resale shop and art gallery – 
that will not just provide a source of support for our operations 
but also vocational training, jobs for our STARability members and 
a location to create and showcase some of the amazing art made 
by our STARs. More information will be coming soon!

...striving to create 
opportunities for our members 
to learn, work, play, create, 

and contribute.

Life-Fulfilling Opportunities, Growth & Contributions at STARability

Karen Govern -  Execut ive Director

www.STARability.org STARability Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, State of Florida #CH-172.

Thank You to our Generous Donors

Follow us on Linkedin for more 
Foundation and par tnership news!

WELCOME NEW VOCATIONAL PARTNER! 
At Rusty’s Raw Bar and Grill, 
our Trailblazer participants do 
a variety of tasks to help prep 
the restaurant for lunch and 
dinner guests. The tasks include 
wiping down menus, table tops, 
barstools and television screens. They also work together as a 
team to ready the condiment caddies on every table. 
https://www.rustysraw.com/.

BOARD NEWS

NAPLES ART ASSOCIATION 
Thanks to our thriving partnership with the Naples Art Association 
(NAA), our Trailblazer Academy participants are not only learning 
about the myriad of forms that creative expression can take, but also 
vocational skills that have led to employment. On a weekly basis, 
the Trailblazers help set up for an art show or upcoming event. As 
an inclusive experience, the NAA staff and our participants work 
together to prepare for the numerous art-centric events that are 
designed to entertain, educate and inspire the community. Through 
their volunteer work, our participants gain exposure to a wide and 
exciting variety of upcoming festivals, art exhibits and outdoor 
events. The NAA is committed to delivering a diverse schedule of 
events and the participants are thrilled to be a part of that process. 

Because of the vocational skills they have gained through 
volunteering, five of our members have been hired by the NAA 
and are receiving paychecks for their work! For some, it is the first 
paycheck they have ever earned. During their paid employment 
shifts, the participants are responsible for maintaining a clean and 
pleasurable environment for all of those who attend the nationally-
recognized art festivals. They also work the gallery events once a 
month, where they help with the breakdown of tables and cleanup. 
We are so thankful for our partnership with NAA, which allows our 
STARs to show their full capability to the community. By employing 
our members, NAA is truly shining light on ability not disability and 
making Naples a more inclusive community. For more information 
about Naples Art Association, visit: https://naplesart.org/.

Visit https://starability.org/trailblazer/ to see our full list of partners. 
If you or someone you know has a business that could benefit from 
our hard working Trailblazers, please call 239.594.9007, or email 
madison@starability.org. 

Meet our New President and 
Newest Board Members!
“As the incoming president, I am so honored 
to serve and bring inspired leadership and 
passion to the work that we do. I intend 
to build and strengthen our infrastructure 
and our board so that we can serve our 
members and our community to the very 
best of our ability. We are in the business of 
transforming lives and I am truly excited to 
be part of it!” - Lisa Kahn-Allen, Board President

Steve Evangel ista -  3rd Vice President

With about 50 years of senior level executive experience, Steve 
Evangelista is excited to share his expertise as one of the Vice 
Presidents on our board of directors. Steve founded Special 
Olympics in Rhode Island in 1970 and served as president for 
18 years, expanding the program and establishing it as one of the 
nation’s top chapters. He also was instrumental in the writing and 
passage of The Americans with Disabilities Act through his role as 
Vice President of the Dole Foundation for the Employment of People 
with Disabilities. A part-time resident of Bonita Springs, Steve has 
a grandson with Down Syndrome, giving him deep affinity with 
our mission both professionally and personally. Steve and his wife, 
Arlene, spend summers in Rhode Island.

Kelly Moynihan brings more than 33 years of global corporate 
experience to our board of directors, having conducted business 
in 25 countries through his senior technical management position 
with ExxonMobil. Kelly also served as the president of Ups and 
Downs, Calgary’s non-profit Down Syndrome Association in the 
early 1990s. Recently retired in 2016, he is enthused to be serving 
as one of the Vice Presidents on our board and as a member of 
our strategic planning team. A devoted father to Nicki, one of our 
Trailblazers, Kelly is highly motivated to ensure a bright future for 
STARability. Kelly, Kathy and Nicki spend the summer months in 
Canmore, Alberta in the Canadian Rocky Mountains.

Kel ly Moynihan - 2rd Vice President

Above: Tiffany, Allison, and Dago labeling souvenir bags for artists.; Top Left: David pulling a wagon of 
“No Parking” signs.; Top Right: Jonathon cutting ribbon.; Bottom Left: Shawn placing French barricades 
to mark the area for the Art Festival.; Bottom Right: Joe removing trash at the Art Festival.

Lisa Kahn-Al len -  President




