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STARability Foundation is shining
a light on World Autism Month

E

very April, World Autism Month raises awareness and increases understanding and acceptance for families affected by autism. This year,
STARability Foundation is asking the community to
join in helping create a world where all people with
autism, across the spectrum and throughout the life
span, can reach their full potential – and keep the
support going all year long.
Autism, or autism spectrum disorder (ASD), refers to a broad range of conditions characterized by
challenges with social skills, repetitive behaviors,
speech and nonverbal communication. The condition
typically starts during childhood and continues into
adulthood. There is not simply one type of autism, but
many subtypes that are influenced by a combination
of genetic and environmental factors. Each person
with autism has a distinct set of strengths and challenges. The ways in which people with autism learn,
think and problem-solve, as well as the amount of
care they require in their daily lives, varies greatly.
Though people with autism experience the world differently, with support, they have the potential to live
fulfilling and impactful lives.
“Our goal is to ensure everyone in need has access
to programs, resources, and an educated and respectful community that can provide opportunities
for individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities to live a meaningful and productive life,”
said Karen Govern, CEO of STARability Foundation.
“We do this through advocacy, programs that focus on
vocational training, continuing education, teamwork,
social engagement and community involvement, and
providing resources and support to families throughout their journey.”

Karen Govern, CEO
STARability Foundation

The experienced and compassionate team at
STARability is dedicated to promoting solutions for
the needs of individuals with autism and their caregivers, allowing them to express themselves through
music, art and dance, use technology to interact with
others, and find rewarding jobs. They take pride in
helping them reconnect with old friends and form
bonds with new ones.
Currently, STARability offers a variety of programs

that promote inclusive employment, engagement
and independence such as family forums; STAR
Connections – creative expression workshops, wellness classes, continuing education and sports leagues;
the Trailblazer Academy – a pioneering day program;
employment services; and the STAR Store and Studio.
At STARability Foundation, about 60% of the individuals they serve are on the autism spectrum.
“At STARability, we refer to the individuals in our
programs as STARs because they brighten our lives,
our community and our world,” said Govern. “Our
STARs inspire our work and spark our passion to create
new initiatives and to build on the innovative programs
that help them thrive. STARs show us again and again
the achievements and milestones they can accomplish
– reaching new goals each day, developing critical life
skills, and laying the foundation for a positive future.”
From these real-world experiences, and with the
support and encouragement from staff, families and
the community, the individuals in these programs can
continue to grow in their daily lives.
“Together, we can build a kind, inclusive place
to shed a light on ability, not disability and help our
STARs shine bright,” said Govern.
Founded in 1983, STARability offers programs that
focus on vocational training, continuing education,
teamwork, social engagement and community involvement. Their compassionate team supports people with disabilities by providing life-transforming
opportunities that emphasize teamwork and a connection to the community while strengthening awareness and respect for individual abilities. To learn more
about the services and program offerings available,
please visit https://STARability.org/.

Carl’s Wine Vault Locates Office on
Fifth Avenue South to Provide Concierge-Level
Wine Education and Consulting

T

he Fifth Avenue South Business
Improvement District (BID) announced that Carl’s Wine Vault,
Southwest Florida’s premier wine vault
and storage facility, has opened an executive suite on Fifth Avenue South,
adding to the roster of high-end service
providers who are locating operations
along Naples’ historic main street.
Located at 780 Fifth Ave. S., the new
Carl’s Wine Vault office offers a host
of concierge-level services for private
wine collectors, restaurants, distributors and auction houses. Services include current market valuations, spirits
and wine storage solutions, pickup and
delivery, insurance probate, divorce
settlement valuations and inventory
management.
“Our presence on Fifth Avenue enhances our wine vault and storage facility located just minutes away,” said
Rachel Keller, founder and owner of
Carl’s Wine Vault. “We look forward to
providing our white glove consultancy services to our many commercial
clients in the downtown area as well
as private wine collectors throughout
Naples.”
Opened in 2021, Carl’s Wine Vault is

a first-class wine storage facility that is
designed to withstand all weather conditions, including the strongest hurricanes. The building has state-of-theart power solutions and two back-up
generators, ensuring clients’ valuable
collections are always safe, accessible and stored in a climate-controlled
environment.
The executive suite is open by appointment only Monday through Friday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For a meeting,
contact Linda Lesh, Director of Client
Relations, at (239)330-5227.
“Carl’s Wine Vault is the perfect complement to the many high-end restaurants along Fifth Avenue South,” said
Bruce Barone, Jr., executive director for
the Fifth Avenue South BID. “The opening of this executive suite is the latest
sign of how the street has become a
popular destination for luxury services
and for food and wine connoisseurs.”
Featuring more than 220 businesses,
including high-end shops, world-class
dining, unique boutiques and galleries,
and exciting entertainment options,
Fifth Avenue South is the vibrant heart
of Naples. For further information, visit
www.FifthAvenueSouth.com.
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Carl’s Wine Vault is the perfect complement to the
many high-end restaurants along Fifth Avenue
South. The opening of this executive suite is the
latest sign of how the street has become a popular
destination for luxury services and for food and
wine connoisseurs.
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