NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLY

WEEK OF APRIL 21-27, 2022

A21

AMERICA’S MILITARY &
1ST RESPONDERS MUSEUM

STARability Foundation shining
light on World Autism Month
Every April, World
Autism Month raises awareness and
increases understanding and acceptance
for families affected
by autism. This year,
STARability Foundation is asking the
community to join in GOVERN
helping create a world
where all people with autism, across the
spectrum and throughout the life span,
can reach their full potential — and keep
the support going all year long.
Autism, or autism spectrum disorder,
refers to a broad range of conditions
characterized by challenges with social
skills, repetitive behaviors, speech and
nonverbal communication. The condition
typically starts during childhood and continues into adulthood. There is not simply
one type of autism, but many subtypes
that are influenced by a combination of
genetic and environmental factors. Each
person with autism has a distinct set of
strengths and challenges. The ways in
which people with autism learn, think
and problem-solve, as well as the amount
of care they require in their daily lives,
varies greatly. Though people with autism
experience the world differently, with
support, they have the potential to live
fulfilling and impactful lives.
“Our goal is to ensure everyone in
need has access to programs, resources,
and an educated and respectful community that can provide opportunities for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities to live a meaningful
and productive life,” said Karen Govern,
CEO of STARability Foundation. “We
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New Name, Same Passion for Veterans
(Formerly Naples Museum of Military History)
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do this through advocacy, programs that
focus on vocational training, continuing
education, teamwork, social engagement
and community involvement, and providing resources and support to families
throughout their journey.”
The experienced team at STARability
is dedicated to promoting solutions for
the needs of individuals with autism and
their caregivers, allowing them to express
themselves through music, art and dance,
use technology to interact with others, and find rewarding jobs. They take
pride in helping them reconnect with old
friends and form bonds with new ones.
Currently, STARability offers a variety of programs that promote inclusive
employment, engagement and independence such as family forums; STAR Connections — creative expression workshops, wellness classes, continuing education and sports leagues; the Trailblazer
Academy — a pioneering day program;
employment services; and the STAR Store
and Studio. At STARability Foundation,
about 60% of the individuals they serve
are on the autism spectrum.
“At STARability, we refer to the individuals in our programs as STARs because
they brighten our lives, our community
and our world,” said Govern. “Our STARs
inspire our work and spark our passion
to create new initiatives and to build on
the innovative programs that help them
thrive. STARs show us again and again the
achievements and milestones they can
accomplish — reaching new goals each
day, developing critical life skills, and laying the foundation for a positive future.”
To learn more about the services
and program offerings available, visit
https://STARability.org/.■
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(Donations accepted)

614-205-0357 | 500 Terminal Drive | Naples, FL 34104
Located in the North Road Terminal near control tower, Naples Airport

We are pleased to announce that John Moore, Past President of
the Florida Society of Healthcare Professionals, will be in our
ȒǔˡƬƺًApril 26th, 27th & 28th, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday.
During this special event, we will be offering the following
COMPLIMENTARY SERVICES:

• Electronic hearing screening by our licensed hearing professional, Megan Frericks, H.A.S., B.S.
• Complete otoscopic exam. Your problem may just be wax!
•

ƺɎǝƺ˾ȸɀɎɎȒɎȸɵ³ɎƏȸǸƺɵڗɀȇƺɯƺɀɎ0ɮȒǼɮX, the smallest, best- sounding, best-performing
hearing aid on the market!

Hear Again America is committed to providing
professional, quality hearing health care.
“Appointment was on time and my questions were answered and handled. Very
impressed with Megan and woul highly recommend her to my friends.” -D. Madden
Megan Frericks, H.A.S., B.S., Hearing Aid Specialist
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Complimentary Hearing
Screening at NO COST TO YOU!

(239) 206-3793
* Cannot be used on prior purchases or combined with prior discounts.

