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“When I moved 
to Florida, I 
honestly felt like 
there wasn’t 
much out there 
for me.  So, when 

I first heard about STARability 
in 2022, I became a STAR and it 
turned out to be one of the best 
decisions I’ve ever made. All the 
programs, and the amazing staff 
who run them, make me feel 
happy, supported and at peace. 
STARability is my second home.” 

-	 Meghan E., Participant
	 STARability’s Trailblazer Academy, 
	 STAR Connections, and  
	 Career Services programs

The Opening Doors campaign 
is the largest investment in our 
history - creating a new campus 
for our STAR participants, who, 
like Meghan, work every day to 
embrace possibilities, remove 
limitations, and prepare for 
each stage of their journey 
toward greater independence 
and fulfillment.  

A Message from our CEO    |   Karen Govern
2026 is off to an extraordinary start for STARability and the remarkable 
individuals we serve. The sold-out 8th Annual STAR Gala generated a 
record-breaking $3.8 million—a powerful testament to this community’s 
belief in our mission and in the life-changing, evidence-based programming 
our participants count on every day.

Just 72 hours after the Gala, a wonderful friend of STARability made an 
additional $1.2 million investment, bringing their total commitment toward our future campus 
to $2.2 million. This momentum reflects not only generosity, but shared conviction: that 
individuals with autism and other developmental disabilities deserve access to opportunities 
that foster independence, purpose, and belonging.

Our Opening Doors Capital Campaign represents a bold promise to our participants, families, 
and partners. As a recognized leader in delivering individualized programming across the full 
spectrum of needs, STARability cannot—and will not—be a one-size-fits-all organization. 

This visionary campaign will unfold across three phases, expanding our capacity to serve 
more individuals while deepening the quality and impact of our programs. I am thrilled to 
share that Phase One fundraising has reached its goal, with building renovations scheduled 
to begin soon.

This milestone would not be possible without the dedication of our campaign co-chairs, John 
Cooney and Vicki Tracy, and the extraordinary generosity of supporters throughout Naples.

Thank you!

“Vicki and I are deeply grateful to everyone who has embraced this vision to enhance the 
quality of life for participants and help prepare them for greater independence here in Naples.  
The generosity in this community is truly inspiring. STARability is on a path of transformation 
due to impactful donations from visionary philanthropists Tom Golisano, Peter Gilgan, and 

several others whose generosity is respectively cherished within 
the STARability family. Everyone’s collective commitment to 
STARability has set the pace for this campaign’s success!” 	

- 	John Cooney 
	 STARability Foundation Opening Doors Capital Campaign Co-chair

Creating a society that works for individuals living with Autism and other Developmental Disabilities
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openingdoors.STARability.org



WE ARE ON THE  
THRESHOLD OF GREATNESS! 

It’s time to  

LEAVE YOUR MARK

The Golisano Program CenterSpotlight: 

Thank You to Our Design Partners
Opening Doors is truly a community-built vision. We are incredibly 
thankful for our dedicated design and building partners, including 
Stofft Cooney Architects, Lisa Kahn Designs, Connor+Gaskins 
Studio, Architectural Land Design, Davidson Engineering, and 
others—who are generously contributing their expertise to bring this 
campus to life.

As we continue progress on the new campus, STARability will 
continue to recognize these partners and highlight opportunities for 
future in-kind construction material donations. If you or your company 
are interested in supporting the project through materials or services, 
we would love to connect.

Together, we are not just building a campus—we are opening 
doors to possibilities for all.

At the heart of the new, first-of-its kind campus 
will be the Golisano Program Center, a dynamic, 
inclusive hub designed to support vocational training, 
continuing education, life skills and community engagement. This transformed 
42,000-square-foot space will welcome 180 participants daily and set a new 
regional standard for inclusive programming.

We extend our deepest thanks to Tom Golisano for his extraordinary 
leadership and $10 million in transformative gifts, which made this cornerstone 
of the campus possible. His legacy will shine through the opportunities 
created inside these walls where our STARs will learn, grow and thrive.

We need to make quantum leaps to achieve 
all three phases of our vision for our STAR 
participants living with autism or developmental 
disabilities to experience life without limits, 
ultimately living independently as part of 
STARability’s development of Phase 3!

To learn more about the campaign, visit 
openingdoors.STARability.org or email  
Lisa Zanlungo at Lisaz@STARability.org
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